Legal Description Abbreviations

Abbreviation
Definition
Use

AC
Acre

ADD
Addition
Usually refers to a subdivision. 


ALG
Along
Used to describe a direction along a road, stream, etc…

APP
Approximately


ARC
Arc
The arc of a curve. 

BEG
Beginning 
Beginning at a point…

CH
Chord
Direction of a curve along a straight line from point to 



Point much like the string of a bow. 

COM
Commencing
Starting point

COR
Corner

DEG
Degrees

DES
Described


E.
East
Compass Direction

ESMT
Easement
Protected area for utilities or access. Non-buildable

EXC.
Excluding
Usually used to identify a right-of-way or other 



easement which is excluded from the property’s 



described area

FT
Feet

LN
Line

N.
North
Compass Direction POB
Point of Beginning

NWLY
NorthWesterly
Compass Direction also NEly, SEly, SWly 

PG
Page

POB
Point of Beginning


PT
Point
Starting Point

RGE or R.
Range
Same as Township. 36 Sq. mile land area. 



Contains 36 sections but with a East or West



identification i.e. R 3W.

ROW
Right-of-way
Describes a roadway, or easement. 

RR
Railroad

S.
South 
Compass Direction 

SEC
Section 
1 sq. mile land area used in the PLSS System. Usually 



followed by a no. i.e. Sec 23

SUB
Subdivision

TH
Thence
Start of a new line


Twn.or T
Township
36 Sq. mile land area. Contains 36 sections 



followed by a no. and a North or South identification 



i.e. T 3N

W.
West
Compass Direction

*or O
Degrees
Direction of measure, 360o range divided into 90o qtr 



sections. These are Surveyor’s units ex. N.0o 15’ 47” E.

‘
Minutes
Smaller increment of measure. (see above example)

“
Seconds
Even smaller increment of measure (see above 



example)

Ways that Legal Descriptions are written:

Public Land survey System- Section, Township and Range. Also known as the rectangular survey system. 

EXAMPLE - PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER
This 16 digit number uniquely identifies every piece of property within the county for tax purposes.  The parcel id number is broken down as follows:

Example: 16-09-31-3-004-019.003

16: Locator - this number is derived from the township and range of the property.  The legend located on every tax map will depict this grid of locator numbers.

09: Area - this number refers the '4 section area' the property is located inside of.  See the legend on the map for details.

31: Section - this is the section number

3: Quarter-section - this identifies the quarter section (i.e. NE1/4=1, NW1/4=2, SW1/4=3, SE1/4=4)

004: Block - some maps are broken down into blocks because of the number of parcels per map, this number identifies which block on the map

019.003: Parcel and sub-parcel - this is the number found on the map.  Most often, leading zeros will not appear on the map. (i.e. 19.03)

Legal Description  The property listed in this publication is categorized as: (1) acreage, (2) improvements only, and (3) subdivided lots. Legal descriptions which describe acreage have several components. The first part describes where the parcel is located. Example: N1/2 SW1/4 SE1/4 means the North Half of the Southwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter. The second part notes the section, township, and range, respectively, where the parcel is located. Example: 8 7N 16W means Section 8 of Township 7 North Range 16 West. The last part of the legal description is the parcel number or the number assigned to the property by the county assessor. If the parcel number is not available or does not exist a "N/A" is noted. The "code" which appears in this section refers to the page and line number where the entry is recorded in the Commissioner of State Lands office. The last number of the code refers to the original year of delinquency. Subdivided City Lots are also listed in this publication. The description of these lands is characterized by the lot and block number, the addition or subdivision, and city or town. The parcel and code number are the same as above. Improvements Only are improvements of buildings which have been assessed as real property, while the land on which they are located has been separately assessed for its value. They are usually described by their location on acreage or subdivided lots. The parcel and code number are the same as above. If a property address is listed in a parcel description, it is for informational purposes only. It is not a part of the legal description and, therefore, should not be relied on to determine the location of the parcel. 
